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Dear Sir: 

Prior to a first Office Action, please amend the above-identified application as 
follows. Marked-up versions to show changes made to the amended paragraphs can be 
found in the Appendix submitted herewith. 


IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the paragraph at page 4, lines 1-8, with the following: 


Recombination at the mRNA level may take place during reverse transcription when 
both packaging mRNA and transfer vector mRNA (even when generated by separated 
expression constructs) become co-encapsidated into viral particles. The retroviral enzyme 
reverse transcriptase (RT) uses mRNA as template for DNA synthesis. Also, RT is known to 
switch between or away templates. Thus, if two different mRNA's are present within a viral 
particle, when combined, a single DNA unit could be synthesized by the RT as the result of 
template switching. 
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